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I love this passage. The Call of Samuel. Sure, this passage gets a whole lot of use, I mean, any time we want to talk about God’s call in our life we pull out this passage. It is one of the passages that “Here I am Lord” is based on—which also happens to be a hymn that gets a whole lot of use. If any of you ever decide to go through the discernment process of going to seminary, you will find that this passage is used at every turn. But even with all that use, strangely, I never get tired of this passage, and it is one that I still find new stuff in every time I come to it. I think one reason why we turn to this passage so much is because most of us can see ourselves in this passage. It is comforting to think that God calls to each of us like this, and even when we don’t figure it out the first time, God keeps calling.


But let’s zoom out for a minute and think about this passage in the larger story of the Hebrew Bible. Samuel ends up being a pivotal character. Before Samuel, the Israelites have no monarchy. They are basically, a small collection of tribes who have no central leader other than God, and God leads by just raising up a judge or a prophet to address specific situations. But for Israel, that is not good enough. They want a king. Even though God warns them that kings are nothing but trouble, Israel still wants a king so that they can be more like their neighbors. They want a king so that they can have a slice of the power. So God gives them what they want, and God calls on Samuel to help with the transition process from tribe to kingdom. 


Now that is a seriously difficult calling. Samuel is to establish the kingdom of Israel through his prophetic work, and when God calls him, Samuel is nothing but a boy. That is a steep order. But the reality is that God’s call is always a difficult one. This weekend we celebrate the ministry of Dr. Martin Luther King, someone else who faced an incredibly difficult calling. But look at the entire history of the church, and I think you will notice a pattern—nobody who ever ends up a part of the story ever faces an easy calling. It’s always difficult. And I think if we were to reflect back on our own calling from God, we would find great challenges to each of us as well. It’s the line my father always used on me when I was a kid, “Anything worth doing is difficult.”


So here is Samuel, as a young boy, oblivious to the fact that he will face an incredibly difficult calling changing the face of Israel, and as the voice of God calls out to him, he immediately responds by running the opposite direction. Now, Samuel doesn’t run the other way because he’s frightened or because he doesn’t want anything to do with the challenge of his call. Samuel is not like Jonah. No, Samuel runs the other way because he doesn’t know any better. He is simply reacting to what he thinks he is supposed to do—take care of Eli. This is what Mary Loyd referred to on Wednesday as a “D’uh moment.” That is a place I think we can all see ourselves—we run the other way, simply because we don’t know any better, and we are just reacting in a way that we think we should.


It’s like what Peter Snow said on Wednesday night, “How come God isn’t a bit more obvious?” Why doesn’t God just say—“Hey Samuel, it’s God, listen…we need to talk.”
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